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History: Erected in 1795 on site of first Mission 
buildings erected by Fr. Serra upon his arrival June 3, 
1770. Mission moved to Rio Carmel, Dec. 1771. Royal 
Presidio did not suffer fate of Missions as it continued 
active as the Parish Church to the present time and is 
the oldest religious edifice in continuous use in Calif. 
State Landmark #105. 
Description; Stone and stucco church with large square 
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bell tower with hipped tile roof at WE corner. Facade 
has center arch entrance composed with doric pilasters 
and entablature superimposed by other orders and a scroll 
parapet of gable roof. Church in plan of a cross with 
transcept. 

References; Historic Spots in California - Hoover and 
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